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<Abstract>

The Locus of Conceptualizer in Cognitive Semantics
HONDA Akira (Surugadai University)

This paper examines the previous ap-
proaches to the following sentences and pro-
poses a psychologically more plausible alter-
native, thereby discussing how the notion of
conceptualizer should be treated in cognitive
semantics.

(1) a. The students get younger every year.
(cf. T get older than the students ev-
ery year.)

b. Kyoto is approaching.
We are approaching Kyoto.

c. This car handles smoothly.
We can handle this car smoothly.

d. The cake tasted good.
I tasted the cake.

(2) He opened the door.
The door opened very easily.

Sweetser and Iwata propose to account for
(la,b) in terms of the figure/ground rever-
sal. On the one hand, however, there is a
discrepancy between Talmy’s notion of F/G
and the original perceptual-psychological con-
cept. Hence, an account of (la,b) in terms
of Talmy’s notion is tantamount to a descrip-
tion that (la,b) is an instance of the syntac-
tic alternation between a movable/changeable

entity and its reference entity. On the

other hand, Langacker’s characterization of
F/G is more close to the original Gestalt-
psychological concept. However, when the
fact that the reversal was presented as a coun-
terexample to what was known as the con-
stancy hypothesis is taken into account, Lan-
gacker’s view also turns out to be inapplicable
to (la,b). The problem is the implication of
the F/G account that in the two sentences in
(1c), for example, the conceptualizer views the
situation from the same vantage point. This
runs counter to the intuition about these sen-
tences. Similar arguments hold for (1c,d).

The same drawback is found in Langacker’s
“action-chain” analysis of (2), which also
builds on the concept of F/G.

The above problem can be traced back to
the fact that the approaches at issue fail to
properly locate the conceptualizer in their
frameworks.

My proposals are that the invisibility of the
conceptualizer should be appreciated and that
in (1c) the conceptualizer experiences the situ-
ation from different vantage points. This view
is incompatible with the F /G and action-chain
accounts.

As the background to my view, Tokieda’s
characterization of the two different perspec-
tives that can be taken on language, which is
in turn related to the view of subject in phe-
nomenology, is mentioned.
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(1) a. The students get younger every year. (000000, Sweetser (1996))
b. I get older than the students every year.
c. Kyoto is approaching. (00O (1994))

d. We are approaching Kyoto.

(2) a. This car handles smoothly. (0o0Oo0)
b. We can handle this car smoothly.
c. The cake tasted good. (O0OO00DOoOoooo)

d. I tasted the cake.

(3) a. He opened the door.
b. The door opened very easily.
¢. The door suddenly opened.

d. The door was opened. (Langacker (1991: 335))
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(4) The general conceptualization of Figure and Ground in language

The Figure is a moving or conceptually movable entity whose path, site, or orientation
is conceived as a variable, the particular value of which is the relevant issue.

The Ground is a reference entity, one that has a stationary setting relative to a reference
frame, with respect to which the Figure’s path, site, or orientation is characterized.
(Talmy (2000: 312))
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(5) a. The bike (F) is near the house (G).
b. ? The house (G) is near the bike (F). (Talmy (2000: 314))
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(6) a. John (F) is near Harry (G). (Talmy (2000: 315))
b. My sister (F) resembles Madonna (G). (Talmy (2000: 318))
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2.5 Langacker (1987)
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(7) Impressionistically, the figure within a scene is a substructure perceived as “standing out”
from the remainder (the ground) and accorded special prominence as the pivotal entity
around which the scene is organized and for which it provides a setting.

(Langacker (1987: 120))
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